
1 

 

Minutes of a meeting of the FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES 

COMMITTEE held in the Council Chamber, Drake Road, Tavistock on TUESDAY 

the 26
h
 day of JANUARY 2010 at 7. 15p.m. 

 

Present: Cllr H Smith   Chair 

Cllr I Jennings 

 Cllr Mrs A Johnson    

Cllr Mrs J Metcalf  

Cllr P Sanders  

Cllr B Trew    Chair Properties  

Cllr D Whitcomb  D Mayor 

 

In Attendance:  Town Clerk  

 Works Superintendent 

 One member of the press 

 

459.  APOLOGIES  

There were apologies for absence from Cllr Mrs Govier. 

 

460.   DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST. 

Councillors were reminded that this item allowed the Chairman to receive 

disclosures of personal and prejudicial interests from Councillors on matters to 

be considered at the meeting.   The disclosure must include the nature of the 

interest.   If they became aware, during the course of a meeting of an interest 

that has not been disclosed under this item they must immediately disclose it.  

They may remain in the meeting and take part fully in discussion and voting 

unless the interest is prejudicial.  A personal interest is prejudicial if a member 

of the public with knowledge of the relevant facts would reasonably regard it 

as so significant that is likely to prejudice the councillors judgement of the 

public interest and it relates to a financial or regulatory matter 

 

461.   MINUTES 
The Minutes of the Meeting of the Committee held on 8

th
 December 2009, 

previously circulated and adopted by Council on 15
th

 December 2009, were 

confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chairman.   

 

462. MATTERS ARISING 

Members noted the Action Log.  Cllr Smith thought the note about comments 

on the Conservation Area Management Plan being directed via Cllr Pike was 

erroneous, and Members wished that the matter be placed on the Council 

agenda for debate.   

 

463.  MEETING OF THE PROPERTIES COMMITTEE HELD EARLIER 

THAT EVENING 

The Chairman of Properties informed Members that his Committee had 

discussed two matters with financial implications, the DCC ‘Games to Inspire’ 

wish for a grant in aid, and the selection of Option 3 for the Abbotsfield 

Recreational Area at a cost of £4,000 from existing budgets. 
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464.   ASSISTANT TO TOWN CLERK’S REPORT 

Members noted the report and thanked the author. Cllr P Sanders was 

concerned at the colour of the publicity material for the Garden festival, and 

the lack of white background. 
 

465.  MINUTES OF THE TAMAR VALLEY INTERPRETING TAVISTOCK 

Members noted the minutes of the meeting held on the 12
th

 October 2009.  

Noted that Cllr Pike was the Town Council representative and not as shown. 

 

466.  MINUTES OF THE G10 GROUP 

Members noted the minutes of the meeting held on the 27
th

 November 2009.  
 

467.  MINUTES OF THE SOUTHERN PARISHES LINK COMMITTEE 

Members noted the minutes of the meeting held on the 3
rd

 December 2009.  

Cllr Whitcomb noted the length of the meetings. 
 

468.  MINUTES OF THE WEST DEVON/TAVISTOCK CONSULTATIVE 

LIAISON GROUP 

Members noted the minutes of the meeting held on the 9
th

 December 2009. 

 

469.  MINUTES OF THE TaVi OPEN FORUM 

Members noted the minutes of the meetings held on the 8
th

 December 2009.  

 

470.  MINUTES OF THE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

Members noted the minutes of the meeting held on the 4
th

 January 2010.  

 

471.  GENERAL FINANCE 

 

a.   Accounts   Members considered the monthly accounts for submission 

to the next Council Meeting, a copy of which is at Annex A.  It was 

RECOMMENDED that they be passed for payment.   

 

b.   Outturn.     Members noted the phased budget reporting system print 

to 31
st
 December 2009. 

 

472.  TOWN CRIER 

 

a.   At Minute 307 Members had asked if the Lions would hold the 

competition to find a new town crier (as in 1983).  In principle the Lions agree 

but have questions about the funding and status of the individual, and costs of 

the competition.   
 

b.  The Lions envisage that the competition will by an entry form, maybe 

an interview and then a demonstration of their abilities on Bedford Square on 

the due date.  According to previous competitions there will not be too many 

candidates.  The Lions are in contact with the Callington Town Crier and the 

Guild of Town Criers so will put together a selection process. 

 

c.   Members felt that the new Crier should be an unpaid employee of the 

council so some control could be kept over the post.  They were unwilling to 

commit resources to the project until they knew how much the uniform and 

equipment might cost, and how much the Lions felt the competition might 
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cost.  They were content with the proposed date of 10
th

 April, and the format 

of the competition.  The Clerk drew Members attention to the existing 

Standing Orders Part 3, Section 15 (Code of Practice for the Town Crier, 

approved by Council in September 2006).  Members RECOMMENDED that 

the Crier should be an employee.  They also RECOMMENDED that full 

Council should consider if there should be any financial remuneration attached 

to the post.   

 

473. PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT 1960 

Pursuant to Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 

1960 it was RESOLVED that, because of the confidential nature of the 

business to be transacted, the public and the press leave the meeting during 

consideration of debtors to the Council. 

474.   DEBTORS 

Members received a list of all those who had a debt to the Council dating from 

earlier than the last quarter day. 

 

475.   PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSIONS TO MEETINGS) ACT 1960 

RESOLVED that the public and press be re-admitted to the Meeting. 

 

476.  URGENT BUSINESS BROUGHT FORWARD AT THE DISCRETION 

OF THE CHAIRMAN. 

Cllr Mrs Johnson asked if the Working Group for the Strategic Objectives 

could meet and continue their work.  It was agreed that Cllr Mrs Govier, Cllr 

Mrs Johnson, Cllr Pike, Cllr P Sanders and Cllr H Smith should reconvene, 

elect a Chairman and progress the matter. 
 

 

 

 

Rising 7. 58 p.m.  

Signed………..…………………. 

 

 

Dated…………………………… 


