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You don’t need to be Michael Fish to see that the New Year started with a
prolonged period of extremely cold weather with frequent snow and icy roads,
making it very difficult for people to get around. So many individuals and local
agencies must be thanked for the extra lengths they went to in going to help
those who needed aid, from the simple gift of a hot meal to an elderly neighbour
to rescuing stranded drivers and providing them with food and shelter. The
businesses and traders in the town must also be praised for coping admirably
during this difficult time and helping to keep the town alive with their valiant
efforts to stay open for business.

One very special event | attended this month was the first ever celebration of the
Fiesta of Santo Nifio in the South West at Our Lady of Assumption Roman
Catholic church. Over 500 Filipinos in National costume paraded through the
town, performed traditional dances and even had fireworks out5|de the church.
It was wonderful to see and B G

day in the Philippines, this
vibrant  celebration in
Tavistock meant so much to
the many who attended.

Other events have included &
a tombola organised by
Pannier Market Traders in |
aid of the Haiti appeal on
23rd  January (pictured
right), which raised over
£500, and a charity event on the 30th January in the Town Hall in aid of the
Western Morning News 150" Anniversary Grassroots Challenge, one of 150 such
events to be held on that day across the region.

| have also been invited to several organisations’ annual dinners coming up
shortly, which Danny and | are very much looking forward to attending.

Finally, | would very much like to wish all the people of Tavistock all the best for

2010.
Councillor Mandy Govier, Town Mayor

How Can You Contribute...




Help on hand with mortgage difficulties

Recent research has shown that, where people seek
advice from an independent agency, the chances of los-
ing their homes at court can be reduced by half.

A report by the Chartered Institute of Housing published
last year, indicates “those attending court and those
who receive advice or submit further information to
court get much more favourable outcomes than those
who do not attend”.

It also found many households “have only a low aware-
ness of the options that may be available to avoid repos-
session, and have not sought or received advice before
they get to court, meaning opportunities to prevent
repossession are being lost. People are also unaware of
court processes, thinking there is no way to save their
home once the court summons is served.”

A local charitable organisation, Homemaker Southwest,
is working hard to plug the gap in advice available to
Devon homeowners who are worried about maintaining
their mortgage payments. Homemaker SW offer advice
at any stage, but do encourage homeowners to get in
touch much earlier rather than later to increase the level
options available to them.

Funded by all the local authorities within Devon, Home-
maker SW offers free, independent and confidential
phone and email advice plus a free information pack to
homeowners on managing their mortgage payments
during the current economic climate .

Since the helpline was introduced at the beginning of
2009, more than 200 people have sought advice on the
of options that are available to them.

Jane Sandland, the helpline advisor, says that it is impor-
tant for people to know that mortgage arrears don’t
automatically lead to repossession. ‘“Knowledge of what
help is available, whether it be benefits, or new govern-
ment/lender initiatives, can give people more options
and enable them to pursue alternatives they may not
have previously considered. Now may well be a good
time to get in touch, as Christmas is often when people
overstretch themselves and become at risk of missing a
mortgage payment.”

Contact Homemaker’s Mortgage Arrears ..:'"Q':,‘- N 4_‘.“;

Advice Line on 01392 686760 or email ~ © { "‘

MAAP@homemakersw.org.uk o N ol .
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Visit www.homemakersw.org.uk Sing 6F
for more information. '

What's on of the.. (

If you're between 13 and 19 e
then the Tavistock Youth Café has so much just for you.
The weekly sessions timetable include:
MONDAY 5 til 7.30 Tavistock Youth Café Plus

For young people with special needs.

3.15 til 5.30 Young Carers
Run by Young Devon for young
people caring for a parent or sibling.

3.15 til 5.30 WOW
Girls group 50p.

6.30 til 9 Senior Session Yr9+
Chill out! 50p

2 til 4.30 Re Think
Drop in session for young people
and adults with mental health issues.

6 til 8.30 Quidzin Music Project
Young people teaching guitar and
drums £1.00.

11 til 1.30 Young Parents
Run by the children’s centre for
young parents up to the age of 25.

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

3.15 til 5.30 College Survival Session
Activities and more 50p.

6.30 til 9 Open - Ages 11to 19
Drop in session 50p.

There’s also loads of other trips and events going on
too. Join the Tavistock Youth Café group on facebook to
find out more or visit www.tavistockyouthcafe.co.uk.

Fun Fair comes to the Meadows on

3lst March until 11th April from 1pm until 8pm each
day. The Mayor of Tavistock will officially open the
fair on Wednesday 31st March at I pm. On Thursday 1st
April, Funlands will host a morning of free fun at the
fair for disabled" children from 10am until 12pm. For
more details, please call 01822 613529.

By Ash Eslick

At the Town Hall

Cool’n’sexy 50’s style rock’n’roll jive is alive and kicking in
Tavistock as the Town Hall sees the return of the ever
popular jive course for beginners, run by Malcolm and
Heather White. A friendly and informal atmosphere, it’s
great fun, great exercise and great value too!

A FREE taster session is being held on Friday 5th March at
7.30pm with the 8-week course starting on the following
Wednesday 10th March at 7.30pm (cost of course is £40 per
person). Places for the course are limited to 50.

Call Tavistock Town Hall on 01822 617232 if you’d like to
reserve a place on the course in advance or sign up after the
FREE taster session.

Once that jive bug has bitten, the South West has plenty of
rock’n’roll events for all that jumpin’ an’ a jivin’ fun and
frolics! Devon alone has over 250 events including DJ and
band nights at the Town Hall too. Why not visit
www.westernunionjiveclub.co.uk for more details on the
local rock’n’roll scene.
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SUPER LOO’s DO IT AGAIN.....

For the second year running, Tavistock’s Pannier Market
has won two Loo of the Year awards, all thanks to the
continual hard work by Tavistock Town Council’s very
own Alison Ewings.

Since 1987, the Loo of the Year Awards has sought to give
recognition to the best ‘away from home’ toilets in the
UK. Each entry undergoes a rigorous and unannounced
inspection, and is assessed against over 100 judging crite-
ria.

With over 1500 entries to compete against, the Pannier
Market loos achieved not only a 5-star rating but also the
‘National Category Winner’ in the Retail and Markets
Category.

The Mayor, Clir Mandy Govier, on behalf of the Town
Council and all users of Alison’s immaculate super loos,
gives heartfelt congratulations and thanks to Alison for
her ongoing contribution to making the Pannier Market
one of the best markets in the West.

Town Hall Diary...

The fabulous 1940's night starring The Revolutionaires and
DJ Peter Gunn with the very best ‘Big Band Sounds’ returns
on April 24th 7.30pm - 11.30pm. Tickets are £10 - available
from mid February or call now to reserve your tickets .

Jive practice every Monday evening 7.30pm - 9.30pm
£3.00 per person.

Tango classes every Tuesday evening 7pm - 10.30pm. Visit
www.salsaplymouth.co.uk for further info.

Salsa classes every Thursday 7pm - 10.30pm. Visit
www.salsahot.co.uk for further info.

For up to date details of our events, please visit our diary
on www.tavistocktownhall.co.uk or call 01822 617232.
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Yeéar r&md accéss to tennis for
Tavistock couldn’t be easier.....

With a chbice of “four public tennis
courts in the Meadows, bookings are
now being taken at the Meadowlands
Leisure Pool (01822 617774) with a hire
fee of £2.50 per person per hour payable.
Racket hire is also available for £2.50.

BUZZING NATIVE DELIGHT
By James Clapp ﬂ%?

Last summer, an inspection of a decaying tree
due to be removed in the Meadows by the
Town Council’s Works Department brought
about the discovery of a UK native treasure - a
colony of Honey Bees living in a hollow in one
of the upper limbs of the tree (see below).
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After contacting the British Beekeepers Asso-

ciation, a local beekeeper advised on the best
way to relocate the colony.

The bees and their tree hive are now settled in
a new home near Okehampton and are due to
be transferred to a man made hive in the
spring. The Works Department have been
promised the first jar of honey from that
colony!

By nature tree-dwelling, the humble Honey
Bees’ importance in the food chain cannot be
underestimated as it plays a key role in our food
security. With numbers of these vital pollinators
of many of the world’s food crops dropping
steeply over the past few years, several UK
research organisations have received a great
deal of funding from government to investigate
the complexity of their decline.

For further bee information or advice, please
contact the British Beekeepers’ Association on
02476 696679 or visit www.britishbee.org.uk.

o :
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The Council is the Council isn’t it?

Tavistock is actually served by three different levels of local Council;
Devon County Council, West Devon Borough Council and Tavistock
Town Council. Each has its own resources and responsibilities which
are essential for maintaining & developing our community. So, which
Council does what?

Tavistock Town Council
01822 613529 ¥B www.tavistock.gov.uk
Butcher Park allotments
Community representation and support
Custodian of many of Tavistock’s listed buildings
Guildhall car park
Part of Whitchurch Down
Plymouth Road and Dolvin Road cemeteries
Several open spaces and playparks
Street furniture (benches, bins and bus shelters)
St Eustachius church clock and churchyard including lighting
Supporting town twinning (Celle in Germany and Pontivy in France)
Tavistock’s Pannier Market and Town Hall
War memorial

West Devon Borough Council
®01822 813600 YB www.wdbc.gov.uk
Building regulations
Council tax and non-domestic rates
Elections
Environmental health
Housing & housing benefits
Meadowlands leisure facilities
Most car parks
Licensing
Local planning & development
Public toilets
Street cleaning, refuse collection and recycling
Tourist Information Centre

Devon County Council
@0845 155 1015 “B www.devon.gov.uk
Birth, marriage and death registration
Education
Fire and public safety
Heritage services
Highways and highway lighting
Libraries
Road safety
Social services
Strategic planning
Trading standards
Transportation
Waste disposal (Crowndale tip)

Contact Detalils...
Your Town Councillors

North Ward

Cllr D Best 01822 613902
Clir Mrs AJohnson 01822 613807
ClIr R Pike 01822 612456
Cllr E Sanders 01822 614308
Cllr J. Sellis 01822 612153
Cllr H Smith 01822 613118
Cllr A Tossell 01822 615909
Cllr D Whitcomb 01822 617875
South Ward

Cllr Mrs S Bailey 01822 618346
Cllr Mrs M Govier 01822 617864
Cllr Mrs J Metcalf 01822 615293
Cllr P Sanders 01822 612265
Cllr Mrs D Sellis 01822 612153
Cllr E Sherrell 01822 612939
Cllr B Trew 01822 611320
South West Ward

Clir M Harper 01822 616367
Clir I. Jennings 01822 613330

Office Contacts

Drake Road, Tavistock, PL19 OAU
Tel 01822 613529 Fax 01822 618300
www.tavistock.gov.uk

Town Clerk

01822 613529

tavistocktc@aol.com

Council Office

01822 613529

ttcassistant@aol.com

Works Depot

01822 618116

tavistockworksdepot@tiscali.co.uk

Pannier Market

01822 611003

panniermarket@tiscali.co.uk
www.tavistockpanniermarket.co.uk

Town Hall

01822 617232

info@tavistocktownhall.co.uk
www.tavistocktownhall.co.uk

Cemetery Office

01822 612799

Council Office opening hours are:

Mon - Thurs
Fri only

8.45am until 5.15pm
8.45am until 4.45pm

Outside of these hours, if an issue
should arise on Town Council owned

land or property only that needs to

be made safe e.g. dangerous trees
or buildings, flooding etc. then
please contact us on 07714 222343.
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