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ACENDA 'V TEM Lo

Please Quote: AK/SL/Byelaws
Direct Line: 01626 831011

20 September 2021

Dear Sir/Madam

CONSULTATION ON THE AMENDMENT OF BYELAWS AT DARTMOOR NATIONAL
PARK

The Dartmoor Commons Act of 1985 gave a public right of access on foot and horseback
to 35,310 hectares of common land on Dartmoor. The Act allowed for the development of
byelaws to regulate access.

The current set of byelaws relating to access land on Dartmoor were adopted in 1989.

The byelaws were made under Section 90 of the National Parks and Access to the
Countryside Act 1949 and Section 11 of the Dartmoor Commons Act 1985. These
byelaws do not apply to access land dedicated under the Countryside and Rights of Way
Act 2000 (CROW). This land covers an area of 11,364 hectares on Dartmoor and
provides for a right of access on foot only. Land covered by the Dartmoor Commons Act is
excepted land under the CROW Act due to the fact that it has higher rights of access
(access on foot and horseback). It is proposed that the new byelaws will apply to CROW
land.

A full review of the byelaws has not been undertaken since 1989, however, in 2001 a new
byelaw was introduced to help manage the growth in off road cycling

The byelaws are in place to regulate access in order to protect the special qualities and
fabric of the National Park. Over recent years it has become apparent that the byelaws are
in need of updating to address societal and technological changes; to improve clarity and
public understanding and to help Rangers and partners engage and enforce the byelaws.

The Authority understands that this is a very important topic to many people. At its
meeting on 3 September 2021 the Authority approved the attached draft set of byelaws as
a basis for consultation and we are now keen to hear views on the proposed changes.
There will be a full public consultation through an online survey but | am writing to you
today as a statutory consultee and we would very much welcome your comments. If
possible we would ask that you do this via the online survey but if this is not possible
please send in a written response.

Pamela Woods Chair Kevin Bishop PhD Chief Executive (National Park Officer) www.dartmoor.gov.uk

The purposes of the Dartmoor National Park Authority are to conserve and enhance the natural beauty, wildlife and cultural heritage u @dartmoornpa

In pursuing these purposes the Authority has a duty to seek to foster the economic and social well-being of the local community.

of the National Park and to promote opportunities for the understanding and enjoyment of the area’s special qualities. .
n enjoy dartmoor



It would be useful if in responding to the proposed byelaws you indicate whether you are in
support of the amendments, and your reasoning for your decision.

The Consultation will start on 20 September 2021 and will close on Monday 1 November.
Please let me know if you are unable to respond in this timescale.

Responses which have been received by the Authority prior to the deadline set out above
will be considered fully, and will be taken into account when finalising the proposed
amendments to the Byelaws.

If you would like further information please visit our website at www.dartmoor.gov.uk
or email akohler@dartmoor.gov.uk or slee@dartmoor.qgov.uk

Yours faithfully

A6 K~

Alison Kohler
Director of Conservation and Communities

Email: akohler@dartmoor.gov.uk
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Dartmoor National Park Authority - Land To Which The Byelaws Apply
EZ1 Land Owned or Leased by DNPA

0 2.5 5 7.5 10 km
CRoW Act 2000 Designations: Scale: 1:145,000
I Common Land as defined in S2 of the Dartmoor Commons Act 1985
I Access Land as defined in 1 (1) and S 16 of the CROW Act200 i
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